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Every 4 minutes
�� �������������������������������������������������������� 

Every half hour
����������������!��
�����"�������������������������������� 

Every hour and twenty minutes
����������������
��������������������������������������������� 

Every 2 hours
���������������������������������������������� �

More people are disabled by TBI than by
spinal cord injury, Alzheimer's, Cerebral Palsy
and Multiple Sclerosis combined.3

Traumatic brain injury ranks among the most serious public health
problems in the United States. Each of us is vulnerable to a
traumatic brain injury. Yet, as a society, we are barely beginning to
recognize and discuss what is virtually an epidemic of brain injury.

William J. Winslade, Houston
Confronting Traumatic Brain Injury, Yale University Press, 1998

#�!�� ������ ���������� $����� %������ &�������� '������� ��� ��

������ ��� 
���� ��� (��)'���*�+��� ����� �!�

��
�������� ��� (����!� ���� (����� ,�������� -�((,.� (����!� /��������� ���� ,������� &�������������0

)�������� ���� '!���� (����!� $����� � �!�� ��������� ���� �!�� ����� ���
����������� ��� �!�� ���!���� ���� ��� ���

������������ ��
������� �!�� ��������� ������ ��� �((, 



 �
��	���	������	��������

����������
�	���	
	���

��
��	��	���

Executive Summary

������������	��
�
�������������	��
������������� �!""# 

$�����������	��
��������%�������� �������&��������������

�� ������'�(���
)�����(�	�������������������

&�����
������
)�

����������	�
���
����������������������������

�!��1����������������������� ����!�����������������������������!������������!��
�����

������2������!���
���20��		
0����
����������!��3�����&����������,������������!�������!���

���������� ��������� ��� ������2� ��� �!�� '������ � � 4��� ����!��� ������������ ��� ��
���� ��� �!�

5������&������������/�����������!��3�����&����������,�����������5������)�����2�0�
����������6

*!+,-*#,.!!!� ��
/� 012"/



Half of all TBIs
result from motor
vehicle crashes.4
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I wonder, "Can anybody hear me?"

There is no pill, no shot,  no technology that can cure a brain injury.

TBI accounts for more
years of lost productivity
than any other injury.1

 



It’s Number One...
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What are the Costs?
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What are the Challenges?
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[Even though]  I am an Emergency [Medicine] Physician...I wasn’t prepared for the
call  “Your daughter has been in an accident, they’re taking her to the trauma
center...[she is in a deep coma”]...she lived another 48 hours after sustaining a brain
injury.  “The Call”...still burns in my memory today. Mother, Houston

When my child was discharged from the hospital...we were on our own. Mother, El Paso

Every dollar used for
brain injury rehabilitation
saves up to $35 in future
medical costs.3

 



5��
������!���������������������!������������������!����������
����0������������0

�������
��������!����2���������!�������������!������������������!�����������

����!��
 

�!��������������������������������������������� ����!���������������������2����!

�� ������ ������� ����� 1�������� �
��� 1�������� ��� �!��� ���8� ���� �!�� ������

��!�������������������2��������

����������������������� 

How are services funded?
How do we access them?

How long will the services last?
Are they appropriate services?

Who will pay for them?
Where can I turn for help?
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However ...
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Help! Where do I go from here? Person with a traumatic brain injury, McAllen

[He] was not eligible [for assistance] because he was 25 when he was injured.  Whenever
I learn about a program...they all require that he be injured before age 22 or 18...What’s the
magic in those two ages? Mother, Richardson

 



What’s the Need?
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My 16 year old daughter was critically injured in a car accident..Once she was released from
inpatient rehabilitation we began to experience multiple problems...She could not be left
alone.   Family training and counseling [was] needed.  Insurance didn’t cover this...Families
are financially devastated by the brain injury. Mother, Jacksonville

My son does not have mental illness, but he has mental deficits.  People with brain injuries
had a "before life"...they remember what they used to be. They have a lot of failures and
frustrations that are likely to continue unless [they receive] appropriate intervention.

Parent, Dallas

I look okay, but I'm not functioning okay. Person with a brain injury, Lubbock

[We] face many obstacles, emotional issues, loss of self worth, confidence, self-
esteem...we are robbed  of our identity. Person with a brain injury, Houston

30,000 children
and youth are
disabled by TBI
each year.4

 



Rehabilitation and long-term supports and
services offer hope for a productive life...
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What will make it happen?
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Fewer than 1 in 20
people who suffer a TBI
get the rehabilitation they
need.3

 



Because Brain Injury is a Forever Deal...
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The Council:
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Ongoing Activities of the Council:
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No one is immune to a Traumatic Brain Injury!

What You Can Do:
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As a society, we are saving lives.  We must be concerned with the quality of life.
Person with traumatic brain injury,  Austin



Did You Know?
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